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The Times of India - 21.12.18 (Pg_06)

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesgroup.cqm

Kolkata: A stitch in time saves
nine. The oft-used adage is the
mantra for those trying to revi-
ve hand-embroidery, Bengal's
rich butdyingartform.

Come Saturday and The
Bengal Fashion Heritage
(TBFH), an initiative to preser-
ve the intangible heritage that
also promises to empower poor
artisans of batik, kantha, zar-
dozi, block-print and - other
thread embroideries, is all set
torollunder theaegis of BCCL

“We have coined the term
‘Bengal Fashion Heritage’ be-
cause these embellishmentson
the wearables have the same
hertiage value like an Aban
Thakur or a Nandalal Bose,”
sald Rupali Basu, founder-di-
POCton THIFHL and chndrperson,
WO s powerment — oom
mittes, HOCCH

Deputy directors, TBFH,
Mallika Varmaand Pinky Ken-

Pic: Debobrata Shome

CRAFT WATCH

Hand-stiches on showcase

» Kantha

» Zardozi

» Batik

» Block print
» Cross-stitch
» Bhorrat
Why this initiative?
» To preserve Bengal's
handloom and embroidery art

» Setting up online store
involving designers from

across India

» Enhance livelihood of
artisans

» Impart need-based training

» Engage more and more
craftswomen

» Motifs, colour

be given to them
What's ahead

» Embroidered textiles will
be fashioned into upmarket
garments

specifications, other details to §

1" ¥BFH to seek dedicated
embroidery council under
culture ministry

worthy said: “The movement
will emerge as a successful so-
cialenterprisetouchinglivesof
hundreds of needy women in
Bengal.” Themed “Walk the
Winter in Silk™, the launch will
ahowoase professtonal desiy
nors Abhishelk Ray Adarsh
Makharia, Ayushman Mitra,
Bappaditya Biswas, Chinmoy

Basu, Meera Basu, Ekta and
Ruchira, Kavita Banerjee, Ma-
lika Varma, Pranay Baidya, Pa-
romitaBanerjee, Sayantan Sar-
karandSharbari Datta. “These
professional designers are in
Jocting fresh (dens and relntor

proting the traditional motits
s0 the younger generation can
easily relate to the vibrant

hand-embroidered creations
inkantha,zardozi, batik, block-
print and other threadwork
and weaves,” explained Basu.
Forastart, TBFH has funds
from the Union ministry of cul-
e, "Wo nt the BCCHare hand
holding while the gover nments
(both state and central) eventu-
ally take up the cause and form

‘Move to preserve Bengal’s fashlon heritage

adedicated council for embroi-
dery,” Basusaid.

The journey will gradually
spread across the country and
abroad, involving more and
morefashionartists capable of
creating exquisitely embroide-
red garments a girl might take
pride in including in her trous-
seau. “TBFH is not only a plat-
form for Bengal's master wea-
versandartisans,butalsoanef-
fort to pull national and inter-
national clientele to Bengal's
nearly-extinct craft,” said de-
signer Adarsh Makharia.

The activities include crea-
ting an online store, conduc-
ting workshops to generate
awareness.

Anima Sarkar (26), team le-
ader of 200-odd girls, from her
village Atabaga in South 24-
Parganas,saidthatit’sclearthe
women are increasingly relin-
quishing thelr innateskill han
ded down to them by their
grandmothers, for other occu
pations.
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Publication: Ei Samay Digital

Date: 17.12.2018

Link: https://eisamay.indiatimes.com/lifestyle/live-your-dreams/the-bengal-
fashion-heritage-2018/articleshow/67133157.cms
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Publication: Whatsnewlife.com

Date: 19.12.2018

Link: https://www.whatsnewlife.com/the-curtain-raiser-of-the-bengal-fashion-heritage-2018/
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l’.§,he age & fashion: The Bengal Fashion Heritage 20185
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TheBengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCC&M) is launching a grand initiative to reinvent and preserve Bengals
rich handloom and embroidery heritage 1o enhance the livelihcod of weavers and artisans in West Bengal. This initiative
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i= called "THE BENGAL FASHTON HERITAGE [TEFH]

The pre launch curtain raiser was held today in Kolkata with a glimpse of the celebratory show to be organized on the

AnE

22nd December 2018 showcasing the special collection of 12 renowned fashion designers.

Dr Rupali Basu, Founder Director of the Bengal Fashion Heritage said, “TEFH not only aims to create platform for the
master weavers and artizans in Bengal but also to promote their craft in national and internationsal space. We are in the
process of establishing an online store also =0 that more designers can come on board and promote their exquisite
work to 5 broader audience”,

M. Indrajit Sen, President - BCCE] said, “We are bringing all the stakeholders togethar slong with the business leaders,

bureaucrats and entreprensurs to support this cause and take this initiative forward to create naw businass
opportunities”.

Wr. Subhodip Ghosh, Director General - BCCRI said, “TBFH also aims to propose to the central and state government to
start 3 council dedicated to embroidery and handwaork in the form of wearables. It also has plans to organize seminars
and workshops to create more awareness about the intrinsic work and patterns by the artizans and taking it to the
people by the designer”.

W= Maika Varma , Deputy Director of TBFH =aid, “On 22nd December this year we are presenting the collection of 12
brilliant designers who have created exclusive collections primarily on chosen six categories: Batik, Kantha, Zardozi,
Block Print, other thread embroideries and Weaves. The haute couture ensembles will be presented in one power
packed show’

s Pinky Kenworthy, Deputy Director of TBFH added that the show is based on the theme “Walk in Winter Silk as the

specially created enzembles for this show are in silkweaves only.

The participating designers are:

1. Abhishek Ray: Threadwork with zardozi in silk
2. Adarsh Makharia, OSAA by Adarsh: Wisteria (Japanese flower) link in Bengal
3. Ayushman Mitra, BOBO Calcutta: Mirsge of contemporary art forms that create s surreal hyper maximist statement

swzs, Byloom: Bengal contemporary weaves with Silk, sarees and jackets
5. Chinmoy Basu, Meera Basu: Traditional weaves of Bengal with a modern touch
8. Ekta and Ruchira, EkRu: Contemporary collection with Dhakai weaves on handloom cotton

Kavita Banerjes, Bon Bibi: Batik & gota on silk and other fabrics

8. Malika Varma: Malika's Kantha Collection; Kantha in it's contemporary avatar
9. Pranay Baidya: Bengal Block Printing in Multicolour
10. Paromita Banerjes: Tussar and silk, revive older motifs of Jamdani; sarees and outfits Paromita Banerjee: Tussar and

silk, revive older motifs of Jamdani; sarees and outfits
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Publication: The Kolkata Mail

Date: 20.12.2018

Link: http://thekolkatamail.com/the-bengal-fashion-heritage-aims-to-
preserve-bengals-handloom-fashion-show-on-22nd-december/
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The Bengal Fashion Heritage Aims to The Kolkata Mail > Fashion » Tre Ssnzei 7,
Preserve Bengal's Handloom; Fashion Show  ~sccom fesmcnsecion 2202 Docerzer
on 22nd December

THE BENGAL FASHION HERITAGE AIMS TO PRESERVE BENGAL'S HANDLOOM; FASHION SHOW
ON 22ND DECEMBER
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Eastern Chronicle (Kolkata Chronicle) — 24.12.2018 (Pg 13)

Thirteen designers showcase
craftsmanship in silk products

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA: The Bengal Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(BCC&I) organised the third
edition of the ‘Bengal Fashion
Heritage’, on Saturday, with
focus on silk handicrafts.

The event featured the crea-
tive craftsmanship of thirteen
designers, including Sharbari
Datta, Kavita Banerjee, Malika
Varma, Bappaditya Biswas and
Ravi Manil.

New presentations sourced
from traditional forms like
Zardozi thread-work, Kantha,
Batik and Jamdani to contempo-
rary fusions, as well as Japanese
wisteria, Aztec in Bohemian
style and even tea leaves were
put on display.

Celebrities like Parno Mitra,
Paoli Dam, Arindam Sil and
Tanusree Shankar sashayed
down the ramp at the event.

“Silk industry in the state has
arich heritage. Besides, mulber-

ry silk has an important place in
the cultural and trading history

of the country,” said Indrajit
Sen, president of BCC&I.

Webelieve that Indian design-
ers deserve global spotlight for
bringing laurels for the coun-
try, Sen said, adding, besides
designersand the BCC&I always
intended to support traditional
silk farmers, weavers and arti-
sans of the state, thereby, con-
tributing to preserving skill as
well as rich cultural heritage
of the centuries-old handicraft
tradition of the state.

“The event was an initiative
to preserve, reinvent and pro-
mote the fashion treasures of the
state,” said Rupali Basu, found-
er director of Bengal Fashion
Heritage 2018.

The fashion show also aimed
at organizing more such shows,
conferences and workshops to
spread awareness as well as
creating self-sufficiency in this
sector, he added.
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Ei Samay (Onno Samay) - 28.12.18 (Pg 03)
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The Bengal Fashion Heritage 2018: TBFH: An

Initiative to Infuse Modern with the Traditional

) January 16,2019 & admin @ 0Comments

The grand launch of the latest edition of The Bengal Fashion Heritage, an initiative by The Bengal Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, took place in the esteemed presence of Mr. Indrajit Sen, President - BCC&I, Mr.
Subhodip Ghosh, Director General - BCC&J, Dr Rupali Basu, Founder Director of The Bengal Fashion
Heritage, Ms Malika Varma, Deputy Director of The Bengal Fashion Heritage, Ms Pinky Kenworthy, Deputy
Director of The Bengal Fashion Heritage in Kolkata today.

The occasion witnessed a specially curated celebratory show with exclusive collections made by 13 renowned
designers of the city including Abhishek Ray, Adarsh Makharia, Ayushman Mitra, Bappaditya Biswas, Chinmoy
Basu, Ekta and Ruchira, Kavita Banerjee, Malika Varma, Pranay Baidya, Paromita Banerjee, Ravi Manil, Sharbari
Datta & Sayantan Sarkar. A plethora of specially crafted designs were showcased by these renowned
designers with focus on Batik, Kantha, Zardozi, Block print, other thread embroideries and weaves.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Rupali Basu, Founder Director of the Bengal Fashion Heritage 2013 said, “TBFH

not only aims to create platform for the master weavers and artisans in Bengal but also to promote their craft

in national and international space. We will arganize regular workshops, seminar and exhibitions to promote
this initiative.”

Mr. Indrajit 2en, President - BCC&I further added, “We are bringing all the stakeholders together along with

the business leaders, bureaucrats and entrepreneurs to support this cause and take this initiative forward to

create new business opportunities”.
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The main objective of The Bengal Fashion Heritage is to boost to the industry of traditional weaves and hand
embroideries by showcasing it and refocusing the awareness towards the exquisite wealth that Bengal and
the Eastern Region has prided itself in. It has brought together on a single platform, the new look of traditiona
weaves and embroideries, focusing on the indigenous handwork and hand-loom of Bengal.

The designers who showcased their collections are:
1. Abhishek Ray: Threadwork with Zardozi in silk

. Adarsh Makharia, Q344 by Adarsh: Wisteria (Japanese flower] link in Benga

P

3. Ayushman Mitra, BOBO Calcutta: Mirage of contemporary art forms that create a surreal hyper maximist
statement

4. Bappaditya Biswas, Byloom: Bengal contempaorary weaves with 5ilk, sarees and jackets
5. Chinmoy Basu, Meera Basu: Traditional weaves of Bengal with a modern touch
6. Ekta and Ruchira, EkRu: Conternporary collection with Dhakai weaves on handloom cotton

. Kavita Banerjee, Bon Bibi: Batik & gota on silk and other fabrics

]

8. Malika Varma: Malika's Kantha Collection; Kantha in its contemporary avatar

9. Pranay Baidya: Bengal Block Printing in Multicolour

10. Paromita Banerjee: Tussar and silk, revive older motifs of [amdani; sarees and outfits Paromita Banerjee:
Tus=ar and =ilk, revive older motifs of Jamdani; sarees and outfits

11. Sharbari Datta, Shunyaa: bringing in classic newness to her signature punjabis in 5ilk

12. Sayantan Sarkar: Aztec in Bohemian Style in silk weaves woven in Bengal , fusion wear, festive clothing

inspired by nomadic ifestyle
13. Ravi Manil of Taneira Sarees: This is the first time ever the brand with display the Sarees in Kolkata
About The Bengal Fashion Heritage:

Formerly known as The Bengal Fashion Show, The Bengal Fashion Heritage - a cause'is a noble initiative by
Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI&) led by President Mr. Indrajit >en and spearheaded by Dr
Rupali Basu, the founder Director along with Deputy Directors, Ms. Malika Varma and Ms. Pinky
Kenworthy. The inaugural edition in 2017 made a mark in the city as a signature forum in bringing together the
leaders and patrons from all sectars to showcase designs with exquisite weaving and intricate handiwark
from all over Bengal. The designs of Abhishek Ray, Adarsh Makharia, Ayushman Mitra, Bappaditya Biswas
Chinmoy Basu, Ekta and Ruchira, Kavita Banerjee, Ravi Manil, Malika Varma, Pranay Baidya, Paromita
Banerjee, Sharbari Datta & Sayantan Sarkar has been showcased today on this occasion.
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Exclusive Collections of 13 Designers
Showcased at The Bengal Fashion Heritage

EXCLUSIVE COLLECTIONS OF 13 DESIGNERS SHOWCASED AT THE BENGAL FASHION HERITAGE
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Grand Launch of The Bengal Fashion Heritage 2018

The grand launch of the latest edition of The Bengal Fashion Heritage, an initiative by The Bengal
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, took place in the esteemed presence ofMr. Indrajit Sen,
President - BCC&I, Mr. Subhodip Ghosh, Director General - BCC&I,Dr Rupali Basu, Founder
Director of The Bengal Fashion Heritage , Ms Malika Varma, Deputy Director of The Bengal
Fashion Heritage , Ms Pinky Kenworthy, Deputy Director of The Bengal Fashion Heritage in

Kolkata today.
The occasion witnessed a celebratory show with exclusive collections by 13 renowned designers

of the city, which included Abhishek Ray, Adarsh Makharia, Ayushman Mitra, Bappaditya Biswas,
Chinmoy Basu, Ekta and Ruchira, Kavita Banerjee, Malika Varma, Franay Baidya, Paromits
Banerjee, Ravi Manil, Sharbari Datta & Sayantan Sarkar. A plethora of specially crafted designs
were showcased by these renowned designers with focus on Batik, Kantha, Zardozi, Elock print,

other thread embroideries and weawves.
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Speaking on the occasion,Dr Rupali Basu, Founder Director of the Bengal Fashion Heritage
2018said, 'TBFH not only aims to create platform for the master weavers and artisans in Bengal
but also to promote their craft in national and international space. We will organize regular
workshops, seminar and exhibitions to promote this initiative.” She also mentioned

Mr. Indrajit 3en, President - BCCE&Ifurther added, "We are bringing all the stakeholders together
along with the business leaders, bureaucrats and entrepreneurs to support this cause and take
this initiative forward to create new business opportunities’.

The main objective ofTheBengal Fashion Heritageis to boost to the industry of traditional weaves
and hand embroideries by showcasing it and refocusing the awareness towards the exquisite
wealth that Bengal and the Eastern Region has prided itself in. It has brought together on a
single platform, the new look of traditional weaves and embroideries, focusing on the
indigenous handwork andhand-loomof Bengal.

The designers (details are given below for reference) who showcased their collections are:
1.Abhishek Ray: Threadwork with Zardozi insilk

2.Adarsh Makharia, O3AA by Adarsh: Wisteria (Japanese flower) linkin Bengal

3.Ayushman Mitra, BOBO Calcutta: Mirage of contempaorary art forms that create 3 surreal hyper
maximist statement

4.Bappaditya Biswas, Byloom: Bengal contemporary weaves with Silk, sarees and jackets

5. Chinmoy Basu, Meera Basu: Traditional weaves of Bengal with a modern touch

6.Ekta and Ruchira, EkRu:Contemporarycollection with Dhakai weaves on handloom cotton

7.Kavita Banerjee, Bon Bibi: Batik & gotaon silk and other fabrics
E.Malika Varma: Malika's Kantha Collection; Kantha initscontemporary avatar

9. Pranay Baidya:Bengal Block Printing in multi-colour
10.Paromita Banerjee: Tussar and silk, revive older motifs oflamdani; sarees and outfits Paromita
Banerjee: Tussar and silk, revive older motifs oflamdani; sarees and outfits

11.5harbari Datta, Shunyaa: bringing in classic newness to her signature punjabis in Silk

12.5ayantan Sarkar: Aztec in Bohemian Style in silk weaves waoven in Bangal, fusion wear, festive
clothing inspired by nomadic lifestyle
13.Ravi Manil of Taneira Sareas: This is the first time ever the brand with display the Sarees in

Kolkata
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Apart from showcasing the exclusive collection range by 13 renowned designers, the evening
also showcased the splendour of traditional craftsmanship in jewellery of Tanishg as well. The
traditional and timeless heritage jewellery was also the point of attraction of the evening. It also
highlighted the products of trained women of EkTara, a registered NGO started in 2011 in the
fields of education and vocational training with children and women from the slums of Topsia
and Tiljala. Almost all of the products showcased that evening were handmade and made up
with recycled/ up-cycled fabric and range from bags, fashion potli's, table runners’, cushions,
napkins and tissue box covers to name a few.

About The Designers (The Bengal Fashion Heritage 2018)
1. Abhishek Ray

Abhishek Ray's collection for the Bengal Fashion Heritage 2018 was a celebration of the rich
Indian culture and tradition. Bright colours like red, orange, mustard and emerald green were
fused with neutrals like ivory, beige and sap to create a striking colour palette which truly
signifies the ethnic Indian sensibility. Inspired from Parsi thread work and tapestry weaves, the
collection's highlight was the intricate multicolour thread work balanced with antique gold
zardozi. Various silhouettes like jackets, tops, skirts and trousers were mixed and matched to
create a diffusion look both in women's wear and men's wear. The designs displayed were not
only trendy but also timeless. Raw silks, dupiones, chanderi and tussar benarasi weaves come

together with beautiful rose embroideries to create this range, which took us back to our roots.
2. Adarsh (O55A by Adarsh).

Collection Title: WISTERIA LANE Autumn/Winter 2018

Designer Adarsh's storytelling season lied in the many charms of the wisteria - 2 flowering vine
native to the Orient which drew the audience with its heady perfume and luxuriant blooms.
Wistaria Lane displayed Adarsh's boundless fascination for the east -both for Bengal and Japan.
His work had always been inspired by the 'east meets east' philosophy in his textile
interpretations. This translates into couture in the form of their signature abstract floral
juxtaposed with geometric artworks that complement each other. Just like that incredulous,
captivating last burst of spring, this line saw hues of plums, cherry, acid yvellows, turquoises, and
blues, with the onset of the winter being marked with shades of dusty light blue, blush, ash grey.
Hand-woven brocades, soft chiffons, georgettes and mulberry silks served as the perfect canvas
to carry intricate tachniques like brocade appligué and zardozi thread work. O55A by Adarsh

were really 2 precious collections that took the spectators on a walk down Wisteria Lane.
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3. Ayushman BOBOD

Collection Title: Ludicrous Legacy

Ludicrous: causing laughter because of absurdity; provoking or deserving derision; ridiculous;
laughable

Legacy: 3 thing that is inherited

Arything and everything that was marginally different than the mainstream becomes absurd,
offensive or even alien. Knowingly or unknowingly, everybody had at some point, formed
opinions about people’s choices without understanding the context of their personality or
appearance. This callection showcased the celebration of individual choices - of the ludicrous
legacies that people leave behind. Ayushman highlights beauty in strangeness through layers of
hand embroidery in post-modernist Japanese hues and shapes with 2 nod to Yayoi Kusama.
Drapes of printed silk with Cubist motifs found companionship with references to contemporary
nightlife and fashion in Berlin. Each garment was z collage of identities and 3 mirage of art

movements that had defined the last century.
4. Byloom;

SIYAHI (Black, the colour of Midnight, the Infinite. Mysterious, Powerful and Elegant)

The collection had been conceptualized as evening cocktail wear with the saree morphing into
chic drapes bringing in the vintage flavour of the Capes, Robes and Overdresses of Eighteenth
century fashion. Various blends of silk, linen, cotton yarns have been twisted and warped to
create unigue soft and flowy drapes. A heavy dose of silver and gold zari had been incorporated
in the weaves and blended with the silks. The Capes and overdresses had been woven in the
signature Bailou style of ][amdani motives on Kora silks to create transparency and opacity that

added to the luxury of eighteenth century opulence.
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5. EkRu
Ekla tock its name from the swadesh section of Tagore's lyrical anthology 'Gitabitan’, written in
1905. It talks about the spirit of humanity which still holds significant value in this modern era. It
beautifully brought the strength of an individual's belief in the path chosen by her, much like the
struggle for own freedom - freedom from the fear of failure, criticism, anguish and social
obligations that hindered her journey. It told one to move forward fearlessly in the face of
adversity even if they were alone, in other words EKLA.The collection brought the cultural
wearing styles of age old Bangal. Some of the drapes have been influenced by BRAHMIKA SARL,
which was introduced by Jnanadanandini Tagore in the 19th Century (she improvised upon the
sari and created her own style of draping the aanchal/pallu over the left shoulder so that the
right remainad free for courtesies.) The garments amalgamated tradition with contempaorary
zesthetics. The silhouettes had been created through an intricate mix of fluid draping and
traditional pattern cutting. Hand woven linen sarees had been cut to create a style - a3 cross
between a dhoti and a palazzo. Staying true to the Swadesh concept, the fabrics used were
cratted by weavers from the remote village of Fulia, Murshidabad and Bardhaman. Embroidery
had been inspired by the traditional Bengali art form called "Alpona’ and some of the motifs had
bean derived from old jamdani sarees. It added another dimension to Ekru's rendition of an
older style interpreted in new age elegance.

6. Meera Basu

Magical tales in three weaves...

For The Bengal Fashion Heritage 2018, Walk the winter in Silk show,the artisans at Meera

Basuhad wovena collection of sarees, deep rooted in the richest handloom heritage of Bengal.

specially designed and being hand-woven with natural silk fibres, for TBFH, brand Meera Basu

showcased 4 sarees each of handcrafted Silk Baluchari, monotone Jaamdani and Katan Silk, in

combination of traditional and contemporary motifs. The colour palette was a mix of bright hues

and subtle tones. The sarees are designedkeeping in mind today's fashionably evalved women

and Meera Basu promised a collection that will mesmerise saree lovers of all generations.

PR& EM CANDID COMMUNICATION PRIVATE LIMITED

Merlin Infinite 12th Floor, DN-51 Sector V, Salt Lake Kolkata 700091
Phone: (91) 033-65353690; Telefax: (91) 033-40715643
E-mail:info@candidcommunication.net; Website:www.candidcommunication.net



mailto:info@candidcommunication.net
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.candidcommunication.net&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFjP9Kv1jF06qF40KuxjBmdBS63AQ

D

Candid Communication

7. Pranay Baidya

SICILIA, & capsule collection of boho-chic ensembles was Pranay Baidya's vision of 'Sicily
Reimagined’ on supple 'Sonamukhi Silk from Bankura', and then brought to life with the time
honoured craft of hand printing. Offering an alternative to mass produced fast fashion, the
Franay Baidya label prides itself on its artisanal, considered production methods. Each piece was
handmade in its Calcutta Atelier, utilising both ancient and modern techniques, celebrating

Bengal craftsmanship.

&. Faromita Banerjee

Collection Title: CHIROSOKHA

The brand "Paromita Banerjee', synonymous with hand-woven textiles in a variety of textiles,
textures and technigues, had worked on some of their signature hand weaves on silks like
Tassar, Mulberry and Matka woven by artisans from around West Bengal. With a Colour palette
of natural beige, red, black and gold, the collection displayed an ode to the Colours of Festive
Bengal. The weave technigue of Jamdani had been revived on motifs from yesteryears and had
been used in contemporary silhouettes. Hand-woven stripes and solid colour blocking were used
as 3 graphic element in the garments. The sarees had been styled in comfortable drapes suitable
for daily wear. The surprise element in this collection was the Introduction of the printing
technigue of Ajrakh, printed in Kutch, Gujarat, in natural dyed black. The graphic hand block

prints on silk offered a stark contrast to the weaves from Bengal.
9. Shunyaa - Sharbari Datta

Collection Title: Ombre Collection

Shunyaa Sharbari Datta, the Premiere Flagship destination of the iconic designer Sharbari Datta,
had adorned her fashion by fetching forth from mythology and long lost rural sensibility, thereby
reinstating the umbilical cord to our roots. Sharbari Datta etched in history for her unparallel
contribution to the world of fashion as the torch bearer of revivalist approach mingled with
madernistic indo-global creativity. Her creations were untouched by mercurial fads and fashion,
by her unrestrained exposition of artistry, where each and every garment was unigue. Ombre,
meaning "shaded' in French, was the gradual blending of one hue to another, usually moving
tints and shades from light to dark. On fabric, ombre could be subtle enough to go virtually
unnaoticed or it looked like a cousin of tie & dye. But this time Sharbari Dutta had created ombre
through hand painting, which was something new. Designer Sharbari Datta showed her
excellence in creating the bridge between long forgotten past and unforeseen future by her

rendition of fashion.

PR& EM CANDID COMMUNICATION PRIVATE LIMITED

Merlin Infinite 12th Floor, DN-51 Sector V, Salt Lake Kolkata 700091
Phone: (91) 033-65353690; Telefax: (91) 033-40715643
E-mail:info@candidcommunication.net; Website:www.candidcommunication.net



mailto:info@candidcommunication.net
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.candidcommunication.net&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFjP9Kv1jF06qF40KuxjBmdBS63AQ

D

Candid Communication

10. 5ayantan Sarkar

The director of the label "Sayantan Sarkar’ began his journey as 2 senior merchandiser in a
knitwear export firm after completing his graduation from Mational Institute of Fashion and
Technology (Kolkats). His real voyage began in 2001 that led to the establishment of his company
'Cyan Creations,” which focussed on the middle-east export market for kids. In 2006 the company
launched its first domestic production and created an in-house workshop of more than sixty
skilled workers and a production capacity of about ten thousand pieces a month. His quest
continued and reached another peak in 2007, when he launched his couture label "Sayantan
Sarkar’ as a women'swear brand working mainly with the traditional handlooms, crafts and
weaves of India. His passion for Bengal craft-forms found him =ailing to the remotest villages of
Bengal. From quirky batik prints to self-developed Jamdani weaves, and from unusual block
prints to exclusive blends of fabrics. Sayantan had been working with many craft-forms to create
the distinctive 'Sayantan Sarkar’ label that catered to prét a5 well as couture lines for men and
wiomen; beautiful blend of contemporary silhouettes with traditional Indian surface

ornamentation and textiles.
11. Bonbibi

Bon Bibi played with traditional Indian techniques adding a touch of free flowing contemporary
design elements in their aesthetics. With the use of delicate fabrics such as organza, chanderi,
georgette, matka and raw silk, the collection showcased certain exuberance to the festive line.
The whimsical shadows and swirls of handmade batik patterns, carefully dyed upon the fabric,
along with the playful shimmer of Gota embellishment personified the coguettish nature of the
whale ensemble. Bright vibrant tones of reds and purples with black add an alluring liveliness to
the collection. The Bon Bibi woman's zest and zeal for life and boundless freedom was expressed

through the Masakali collection.
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12, Malika Varma

Malika's Kantha Collection &5HE, led by Shamlu Dudeja had been at the forefront of revival of
Kantha embroidery of Bengal for the past 3 decades, transforming the art of 3 humble guilting
stitch to haute couture and making it gain recognition & popularity nationally and
internationally. Shamlu with her daughter Malika, moved the exguisite magic of Kantha from the
sturdy cottons & silks to the more delicate chiffons, georgettes and crepes; from the traditional
sarees & stolesto scarves, jackets, dresses & accessories. Their creative vision had infused a new
energy in order to achieve the dual purpose of sustainabilityof the craft and economic
independence of all rural women who are involved in producing it. The collection named
"Krishnakali' was about the dreams and aspirations of a young person who seeked
empowerment and social justice. This collection represented Krishnakali's journey - the
mysterious and sequined black acts as a glamorous foil for all the colours and motifs regularly
associated with kantha, the silhouettes find z place of pride in a modern wardrobe, the old and

new in perfect harmonv!
13. Taneira Sarees By Ravi Manil

A lady would not mind to spoil her delicate lipstick for a sip of tea. A sip that came with thousand
of dreams and thoughts, chatter full of laughter with friends and stories with grandmaother. A
collection of Sarees inspired by tea and its long lasting aromatic aura, that decorated the place
wherever it's served. The collection covered the entire journey of tea from its initizl stage of fresh
tea leaves collection, to its drying, to finally being mixed with different herbs to add on toits
property of rejuvenating peoples mind. The colourswere inspired from the process of tea making,
where tints of green represent the freshness of tea leaves, yellow representing the sournass and
freshness of lemon, browns and rusts spreading the smell of cinnamon, cloves, ginger and
cardamom, whites and blacks creating the perfect bubbles that evolves at the time when creamy
milk and dried tea leavesdissolves. The distinct textures created with the play of natural Tussar
yarns, showed the distinct property and feel of different herbs and spices, the residue and the

white cream that is left on the edge of the cup as 3 souvenir.
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The Bengal Batuas by FEMASIA

The 'Botua’, the once hand-held symbol of Bengal now coveted fashion accessory across the
nation! FEMASIA brings to you the "Bengal Batua' collection in traditional Bengal hand-loom
fabrics adorned with beads, sequins & embroidery handmade by the artisans & craftsmen of
Chandannagar in Bengal. Lending her signature touch to the collection is Minnie Junejs, adding
variety in terms of design, finish, texture & ornate embellishments. Designer Juneja worked with
Bengal artisans for several years & presents utility with style using lightweight handloom fabrics.
The ethnic & versatile Batua bags could be easily wrapped around the wrist using drawstrings or
used hands-free with a sling option. Traditional Bengal handloom fabrics being the essence of
the collection, each bag were exguisitely designed upholding the richness & heritage of Bengal.
Fenasia's collection range displayed on that evening was timeless & classic as it created fresh

design vocabularies inspired by the rich tradition & heritage of Bengal.
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Publication: Hollybollytolly.com

Date: 23.12.2018

Link: http://hollybollytolly.com/2018/12/23/the-bengal-fashion-heritage/
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Publication: ABPTAKMA.com

Date: 28.12.2018

Link: http://www.abptakmaa.com/bengal-fashion-heritage-2018-an-initiative-to-
infuse-modern-with-traditional/
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BengaIFashlon Heritage 2018 An Initiative To Infuse Modern
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Ambarnath Bhattacharya, abptakmaa, Kolkata, 27th December 2018 : The grand launch of the latest edition of the Bengal Fashion
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Heritage an initiative by the Bengal Chamber

of Commerce and Industry took place in the
esteemed presence of Indrajit Sen (President,
BCCI), Subhodip Ghosh, Dr. Rupali Basu, Ms
Malika Verma, Ms Pinky Kenworthy.

The occasion witnessed a special curated

celebratory show with exclusive collections

renowned designers of the city
including Avishek Ray, Adarsh Makharia,
Ayushman Mitra, bappaditya Biswas, Chinmoy
Basu, Ekta and Ruchira, Kavita Banerjee,
Malika Verma, Pranay Baidya, Paromita
Banerjee, Ravi Manil, Sharbari Dutta and

made by

S

Sayantan Sarkar. A plethora of specially

crafted designs are showcased by these
renowned designers with focus on Batik,
Kantha, Zardozi, Block Print, other thread

embroideries and weaves.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Rupali Basu
said, TBFH not only aims 10 create platform
for the master weavers and artisans in Bengal
but also to promote their craft in national and
international space. We will organize regular
workshops, seminar and
exhibitions to promote this
initiative.

together along with the

business leaders, bureaucrats
and entrepreneurs to support
this cause and take this initiative forward to

crate new business opportunities

The main objective of The Bengal Fashion
Heritage is to boost 1o the industry of
traditional weaves and hand embroideries
by showcasing it and refocusing the
awareness towards the exquisite wealth
that Bengal and Eastern Region has prided
itself in. it has brought together on a single
platform, the new look of traditional weaves
and embroideries, focusing on the
indigenous handwork and handloom of
Bengal. Recently a fashion show was held at ITC Sonar Bangla. Publicity : Candid
Communication. Photography - Rajib Mukherjee.
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Thank You!
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